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 Greetings All, 

I hope you will feel there is a lot of good information here,   Be sure you see the last item 
in this first section.  Now do not skip to the bottom, there is a lot you may want to know 
about,  before and after that 

Thanks to all who have contributed this month, This is the strongest  initial response ever 
with  15 , especially with no reminders.  Which did prompt one nudge and we now have 
22 of our 24 chapters that contributed.    One reminder I would like to share, is about the 
intent of this newsletter and to think about the audience who is reading it, needing for it 
to be more of a summary of sharing with other leadership teams like yourselves of what 
you are doing and not the same type of messaging you would send  to your members I 
spent a fair amount of time editing and reducing some of the content, otherwise this 
could have been a 60 page newsletter.   So if you see some of your submission reduced 
you know why and while trying to be consistent with all chapters, please forgive me  for 
any  edits you may not agree with,  it was tough this month.    

 

We had a Regional Conference call on the 26th of March.  No minutes were distributed 
for the call… It was primarily about the upcoming conference which you will get in his 
newsletter and some hot off the press updates regarding our speakers and activities. 

Our next regional call will be on April 23rd, since the last Tuesday of the month falls in  
the week of the conference.   

Regional Meeting  Updates 

I hope by now that  it is no surprise to anyone we are having our Regonal  Leadership 
Conference May 2-4 in Augusta, Georgia.  Many of you have registered, but  am seeing 
many of you still have not. 

This years theme is “Progessive Collaboration- Moving to Action” 

It is shaping up  to be one of our better conferences ,so plan to be there- your 
participation will insure it is a success.   If you have any questions, contact me, or go to 
the conference website for contact information from the host chapter  along with other 
area and event information. 

The discounted hotel  registration ends on April 11th,    At this time, Memphis has 
registered  10 !    WOW !    while still many chapters left to register we are off to a good 
start.  At this rate, we could  possibly  have a new attendance record.  Get your sleeping 
room secured! 

The website has been updated with new information and a preview of what you will find 
there is that we are pleased to announce  Kristine Kern, a Principle Consultant from  



author Patrick Lencioni’s Table Group, presenting on his  Best Selling Books,  The 
Five Dysfunctions of a Team and the Advantage.   This will be an interactive and 
engaging session and there is some pre work for you which will help the time we spend 
together become more meaningful.  The pre-work information below is also  on the 
region 14 conference site    http://2013r14augusta.wordpress.com/ 

Conference Pre-work: 

• Here is a link to the summary article of the Advantage: The Last Competitive 
Advantage    Reading this will be a good preview of what to expect. 

• Also, attendees should take the Organizational Health survey and print it out and 
bring their results: http://www.tablegroup.com/ohsurvey/ 

• Optional: For additional information visit the http://www.tablegroup.com/ for other 
surveys, team assessments and subject summaries 

 

Brian Weiss, VP of Practitioner Markets from PMI, will be providing the latest updates 
from PMI Global Operations Center. 

The PMI Educational Foundation, Nealand Lewis will   be presenting their new 
initiatives and bring the awareness to you for the benefits and value you get and deliver 
from engaging with EF. 

Michael O’brochta, will be presenting on an important   approach to Principled Center 
Leadership and decision making. 

Lisa Ditullio, will be our closing keynote with a presentation on Innovation and Change. 

 

Jim Devine the 2014 Region Mentor is taking the lead on the prioritization of the break 
out group information based on the survey results and he coordination of the facilitators.  
We should be announcing these soon. 

There will be three breakout sessions with a variety of topics which will be announced 
soon.   This information may help you focus and prepare for the discussions with your 
peers. 

 Thank you to those who have already volunteered to facilitate the sessions  

We will  be having a Breakout Group Facilitators Conference call  prior to the next 
regional call and that meeting invite will be going out within the next week.  If you are still 
interested in facilitating the breakout groups please confirm your interest. 

April Burton- PMI Region 14 Chapter Administrator 

April  will be leading a breakout group,  which based on the number of first timers , one 
of her topics will be focused on Tools and Resources for Chapter Leaders.  This is also 
an important session for veteran leaders, as the GOC continues to roll out new features 
and services.  April will be there for the entire conference and will be assisting in other 
breakout groups as well.   



Conference Social Activities- 

If you are interested in the Golf Outing, On Thurs afternoon please RSVP to Augusta 
Chapter President- RickTaylor.@comcast.net 

Thursday Evening- Join  the other chapter leaders, and   catch up  with your  teams and 
friends and or meet and welcome our first timers at our Reunion and Introduction 
Networking reception at the host hotel.   Healthy portion and content hors d’oueveres will 
be served with Tea, coffee and highly probably Adult Beverages. 

Friday evening Activities for the group are still being planned- and more info to come on 
that. After our planned event there is a Festive First Friday weekly event which is on 
Main Street Augusta, and the conference committee is providing us  our own trolley 
service  which will be  available for shuttling our group back and forth. 

 Global Operations Center Updates: 

Congratulations to the Charleston Chapter for winning a 2012 Chapter Retention Award ! 

 Friday Facts:     Take the time to read these as they have some important updates you 
need to be aware of as chapter leaders. If you are not familiar with this,  you need to be, 
and if you miss a read, they are also archived on the Community Leadership Sites 

Brand New Feature-  Just released-  CRS- Chapter Reporting system 

It is available to you now in the Component System and has the results from the recent 
membership survey. and data from the last two years also.  ‘Has some good information 
I hope you will find useful.      

If  all of this sounds like a foreign language, please contact your President,  April Burton 
or myself for a translation and or  directions 

 

If you have any comments, suggestions or cheap shots,  please do not hesitate to 
contact me: 

 

John Watson 

Region 14 Component Mentor 

904.583.2514 

john.watson@mentor..pmi.org      

jwatsonpmp@bellsouth.net 

 

CHAPTER UPDATES: 

 

NORTH ALABAMA - HTTP://WWW.NORTHALABAMAPMI.ORG/ 



  PMI-NAC continued our schedule of luncheons this month with Dr Bill Carswell’s 03/19 
presentation on “Demystifying the PMBOK Processes”.  Drawing one of our largest 
luncheon attendances to date of 72, Dr Carswell shared some basic tips to breaking the 
PMBOK Processes down to simple steps that are more easily committed to memory.   

 Our Board held its monthly meeting on 3/21, with the most pressing topic the upcoming 
commencement of our Spring PMP Exam Prep Course which begins on 04/02.  With the 
great attendance and high pass rate of our Fall Course, we have already slightly 
exceeded our planned capacity for the Spring Course.  We have closed registration early 
at 30 students and are adjusting our venue to accommodate the class size.  The Prep 
Course continues to be our flagship offering, and we continue to adjust the course to 
incorporate lessons learned.  Changes we have made over the past few courses that 
have increased our pass rate include adding a session in which we mentor completion of 
the application and extending the course past completion with proctored study sessions 
to enable those who need more time to work in a group. 

 In addition to the continuing execution of our Prep Course which goes through 05/23, 
we also look forward to our Spring Social which provides a venue for members to 
network and for non-members to meet and discuss the benefits of joining the chapter.    

 

MONTGOMERY ALABAMA - HTTP://WWW.PMIMONTGOMERY.ORG 

 This month’s chapter meeting featured a presentation by Mr. John Crilly on PMI 
Communities of Practice.  During the past 8 years, Mr. Crilly has managed a diverse set 
of projects in an operational setting, within the healthcare industry.  He has over 19 
years’ experience performing projects in a variety of roles, is PMP and ITIL certified.  
From June 2009 to Dec 2011, he was the Director of Education for the PMI Healthcare 
Community of Practice.  His presentation featured a combination of his own experiences 
in a CoP plus specific information on how to become involved in a CoP of our choice.  
He utilized the PMI web site to demonstrate the ease and features of CoP functionality 
for the entire group. Our own Terence Reese took the time this month to speak to 
students at the local site of Virginia College on the subject of Project Management.  His 
presentation and professionalism were very well received.  The quality of the 
presentation and the time spent have opened a new avenue for VC students to become 
more involved in PMI and have also established a new group from which our chapter can 
recruit new members! Montgomery Chapter Board members Mary Lee Carter, Denny 
Rea and Bruce Ward will be attending the Region 14 Conference in May.  They look 
forward to meeting PMI colleagues from around the region to share experiences on 
“what works” with regard to chapter growth and value. 

Submitted by Bruce Ward 

BIRMINGHAM ALABAMA - HTTP://WWW.PMIBIRMINGHAM.ORG 

 PMI Birmingham Symposium 

- Birmingham Symposium is scheduled for mid-May 2013 



- Location and Speakers for this event are being decided with an announcement 
forthcoming 

Community Involvement 

- PMI Birmingham's leadership are meeting to discuss the different avenues that the 
chapter can become involved in community outreach 

- volunteers are being requested with an announcement to the membership to come in 
April 

CHAPTER REORGANIZATION 

• Chapter Reorganization Form submitted to PMI Global; the Board of Directors is 
considering the Component Name Change from PMI Birmingham Chapter to PMI 
Central Alabama Chapter. Would be effective with the approval of the PMI 
Community Multi-Year Business Plan by PMI GOC as part of the Chapter 
Reorganization. 

CHAPTER WEBSITE: 

• Chapter is researching how to record chapter meeting speakers to broadcast from 
the website, thereby gaining the ability to reach every member of PMI Birmingham. 
The chapter is looking for other chapters that have this ability or assistance in doing 
so. For those chapters that can assist, please contact Pamela Smith, VP of 
Communications, at vpcomm@pmibirmingham.org.  

 

CENTRAL FLORIDA - HTTP://WWW.PMICFC.ORG/ 

 The Central Florida chapter has quite a few exciting opportunities, not only for our 
members, but for any project managers in the region.  Our March dinner with Pici & Pici 
was a great success and a wonderful introduction to their presentation for our April 
symposium.   

We are so excited to announce our 2nd Annual Symposium – we invite all leaders 
interested in project management to attend – we have a discounted hotel rate with the 
Hilton Orlando and discounted tickets to Sea World for you and your family to enjoy –  

This dynamic event aims to bring the leaders in project management the appropriate 
knowledge and tools necessary to systematically yield the best business results. 
Attendees will interact with speakers to discuss their specific success stories and 
lessons learned in the projects they have undertaken.  

WHAT: The 2013 Project Management Institute Central Florida Symposium 
WHERE: Hilton Orlando, 6001 Destination Parkway Orlando, FL 32819 
WHEN: Friday, April 12, 2013 – Saturday, April 13, 2013 

We are excited to announce the next offering of our PMP Prep Certification Course / 
PMP Refresher Course for the PMBOK® - Fourth Edition. This will be the last class 
offered for the PMBOK Fourth Edition material and allow the students one month 



to take the PMP exam before the exam changes to the Fifth Edition material. 
Students taking the course to prepare for their certification exam will earn 27 contact 
hours, which can be used to help qualify towards their educational requirements. 
Students taking the course as a refresher will earn 27 PDUs 

The course length is 27 hours of instruction over three Saturdays at 9 hours per day. 
Each Saturday begins with student sign-in at 7:30am and includes a light breakfast. 
Classes begin at 8am and ends at 5pm (includes a working lunch). The next course date 
is scheduled for June 15, 22, and 29, 2013. 

The fees for these courses are: 

PMP Prep Certification Course - $600 
PMP Refresher Course - $300  

If you would like to attend the next scheduled course, you can register on our website at 
www.pmicfc.org. This course is open to PMI members only for the benefit of our chapter 
members. Other chapters are also invited to attend. Class size is limited to 22 students, 
so register early to guarantee a seat in the next class. For additional information about 
registration, please contact Hong-Ting Chen r Director of Student Registration at: 
dirstudentmanagement@pmicfc.org 

 The PMI Central Florida Chapter is providing an academic scholarship to be 
administered by the PMI Educational Foundation (PMIEF) Scholarship and Awards 
Program. PMIEF, a charitable nonprofit organization, supports development of the best 
and brightest future project management professionals worldwide by providing over 40 
academic scholarships to college and university students studying project management 
and related fields 

Click here more - 
http://www.pmicfc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=253:pmicfc-
scholarship&catid=94 

NORTHEAST FLORIDA - HTTP://WWW.PMI-NEFL.ORG/ 

 . On March 18, 2013 the NEFL PMI Chapter welcomed Donna Brighton, PMP to their 
monthly dinner meeting. She presented two sessions “Change Leadership” and “Building 
Strength Based Teams”. Both presentations were excellent and received very favorable 
reviews. This event surpassed all prior attendance records with over 125 members in 
attendance. 

The NEFL PMI Chapter continues to sponsor PMP study groups.  This has been a value 
add to the members and to the community. These PMP study groups are held every 
Thursday night starting at 6:00 p.m. at the DeVry University located at 5200 Belfort Road 
– Room 317. Cheryl Reynolds, NEFL VP Treasury & Finance, is the organizer.  For 
more information visit the education section on our website. 



Upcoming Events 

April 22, 2013 – Dinner Meeting  Time: 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

 Location: Embassy Suites Hotel, 9300 Baymeadows Road, Jacksonville, FL. 

 Presenters: Joe and Janice Lucas 

 Topic – Another 2 PDU event. Session 1- “Project Negotiations – Deal   
  Yourself a Winning Hand” and Session 2 - “Pardon Me – Your   
  Personality is Showing!” 

For more information see our website http://www.pmi-nefl.org 

Submitted by: Jean Mace, PMP, VP – Communications  

Email: communcations@pmi-nefl.org  

 

SOUTH FLORIDA - HTTP://WWW.SOUTHFLORIDAPMI.ORG/ 

 The South Florida Chapter will be busy hosting 2 key events in April, our chapter dinner 
meeting and the Professional Development Day (PDD).  Please visit our chapter website 
for links to registration and more info: http://www.southfloridapmi.org/  
 

On April 11th, we have engaged Ken Okel to speak at our April chapter dinner meeting 
event. Ken will discuss his innovative and practical tools for clearing the path in the work 
world and enabling individuals to perform more efficiently and leading teams to do the 
same.  For our PM Tools session, Greg Bailey from SharkPro, a Projility Company, will 
feature Microsoft Project 2013 and Shark Apps Tools. 

 
The PDD, the premier annual Project Management event in South Florida, will be held 
on Friday April 26th from 7:45 AM to 4:30 PM and will have sessions all day dedicated to 
sharpening skills while gaining PDUs.  This year’s theme is “AGILE: Adapt, Green, 
Innovate, Lean, Engage”.  Ricardo Triana, PMP, Vice Chair for PMI Board of Directors, 
will open the event with the Chapter Welcome.  Keynote Speaker Steve Hegele, will 
discuss the importance of critical relationships for Project Managers. 
 
Five of our board members are planning to attend the Region 14 conference in Augusta, 
Georgia in May. 

SPACE COAST - HTTP://WWW.PMISPACECOAST.ORG/ 

 The PMI Space Coast FL Chapter hosted a webinar on March 12, 2013, which turned 
out to be a huge success.  Jason Breitfeller, PMP did a wonderful job presenting an 
overview of the PMBOK 5th Edition.  There were approximately 50 attendees at the 
webinar. These webinars are becoming very popular and have all been successful. 
Please check our chapter website for the next webinar: 



http://pmispacecoast.org/meetinginfo.php. 

The Chapter also hosted a Quarterly Networking Social on March 26, 2013 at the 
Oceanfront Deck at the Crowne Plaza in Indialantic, FL. As usual, the networking social 
was very successful. Approximately 30 members and prospective members were 
provided the opportunity to exchange ideas and business cards, discuss job openings 
and opportunities, and network with their peers. The next networking social will be held 
during the summer. 

PMISC participated in our first marketing event with the local Melbourne Chamber of 
Commerce.   The event was held at Baer Air at the Melbourne Airport and featured non-
profit organizations.   Business leaders, government officials and professionals from 
local companies attended.   Our vendor table helped us to recruit students for our 
upcoming PMP prep course, find a potential speaker for our monthly dinner meetings, 
and identify prospects who are interested in attending a Chapter meeting to learn more 
about PMI. It was a lovely evening, which was held inside the hangar surrounded by 
planes, pizza and professionals from the area. 

The next Chapter 3-day PMI Space Coast PMP Prep Course to prepare more of our 
members to take the PMP exam will be held on April 25-27, 2013. The course is being 
taught by Frank Saladis, PMP, President of Project Imaginers, Inc. Registration is now 
open.  Further information is listed below. 

Upcoming PMI Space Coast Florida Events: 

• April 8, 2013: 
o Monthly Chapter Dinner Meeting-Location:   Melbourne, FL 
o Speaker:   Dr. James T. Brown, President of SEBA Solutions 
o Topic   Change Management: The Undercover Role of the Project Manager 
o  

• April 25-27, 2013: 
o PMI Space Coast PMP Prep Course 
o Location:   The Knowledge Exchange, 5151 Babcock St NE, Palm Bay, FL 
o Trainer:     Frank Saladis, PMP, President of Project Imaginers, Inc. 
o More info: http://pmispacecoast.org/meetinginfo.php?id=81&ts=1362254852 

For additional information on PMI Space Coast FL Chapter, please contact Chapter 
President Rick Baker, PMP at president@pmispacecoast.org. 

Contributed by: Laurie A. Lashomb, JD, PMP 

 

SUN COAST - HTTP://WWW.SUNCOASTPMI.ORG/ 

•   Our speaker this past month was John Stenbeck from GR8PM. His topic was “Why 
Agile has Become Mainstream!” 

• Our speaker next month will be Commander Steven Dryden of The Australian Navy. His 
topic will involve “Mega Program Management” 



• This month we hosted Dr. James Brown from SEBA Solutions for a PDD on “Project 
Management Presentation Skills” 

• Next month we will host a PMI-ACP Exam Prep Seminar, April 25-26 (21 PDUs)  

In collaboration with GR8PM (pronounced "Great PM"), the leaders in Agile project 
management training, Suncoast PMI Chapter is proud to announce our 2013 PMI-ACP 
Exam Prep Seminar, taking place on Thursday-Friday, April 25-26 (venue to be 
announced). This course delivers 21 hours (21 PDUs) of training geared towards 
preparing your PMI-ACP application and getting ready to sit for (and ace) the PMI-ACP 
exam. (Course schedule includes pre-work and two days of classroom interactive 
instruction). 

• This month our BoD transitions to a new year! We would like to express our gratitude to 
those who have served for their efforts and sacrifices. We welcome the newly elected 
and appointed volunteers to their positions and wish them success in their roles. 

For information and to register see our website www.suncoastpmi.org 

For additional info contact: president@suncoastpmi.org 

 

TALLAHASSEE - HTTP://WWW.PMITLH.ORG/ 

  

TAMPA BAY - HTTP://WWW.PMI-TAMPABAY.ORG/ 

  Our 2013 Spring  PMP Prep  Class started March 23, 2013.  

 Our April Dinner (April 15, 2013 at 6pm at the DoubleTree Tampa, FL ) features Jim 
Emerick , Academy Leadership Affiliate, President. Jim's topic is "Your Personal Leader's 
Compass".  

 We continue to promote volunteer opportunities for the chapter on our website, as well as 
through personal networking.  

 "Exploring the Agile Lifecycle" PDU Interactive Seminar begins April 5, 2013 

 We've planned an additional PDD Interactive Seminar on "The Practice of Program 
Management" on July 19, 2013.  

 We have an  Agile Certified Practitioner (ACP)  Preparation Seminar scheduled for May 
11th and 12th, 2013. 

 We're organizing our attendee's for the Region 14 Conference May 2 through May 4, 
2014 in Augusta, GA.  

 We're planning a Golf Tournament at Nine Eagles Golf Course in Odessa, Florida for  
June 22, 2013.  

 We've announced a Non-Academic Scholarship Program, designed to financially assist 
Chapter Member Applicants in contact hours for PMP, CAPM, PgMP, PMI-SP or PMI-RMP, 
admission to PMP,,CAPM, PgMP, PMI-SP, or PMI_RPM exam preparation courses or PDU 
required hours for maintaining PMI Certification.  

 Registration as well as more details about our September 13th and 14th 2013 



Symposium  are available on our web site (PMI-TampBay.org), so please check out our website 
for details.  

EMERALD COAST FLORIDA CHAPTER - 
HTTP://WWW.PMIEMERALDCOASTFL.ORG/ 

 The PMI Emerald Coast Florida Chapter hosts its 4th Annual Spring Symposium on 
Saturday, April 6th, at the Emerald Coast Conference Center - Ft. Walton Beach, 
Florida.  Our keynote speaker is John Laurence Busch, author of "Steam Coffin:  Capt. 
Moses Rogers and the Steamship Savannah Break the Barrier."  In addition to the 
keynote, we have sessions on PM and the Community Maritime Park, presented by Mr. 
Ed Spears of the City of Pensacola; EVMS, presented by Ms. Kim Runkel, Risk 
Management from the Nuclear Electrical Power Generation Perspective, presented by 
Mr. Dick Louverne; Project Technical Lead vs. Project Management Lead:  Relationships 
and Interactions, presented by Mr. Mike Cary; ISO 9001 and Quality from a PMBOK 
Perspective, presented by Mr. Gerson Cedeno; and HR & Hiring Manager Panel 
Discussion (back by popular demand).  A networking session / happy hour will take 
place on the outside patio following the conference. 

Also, ECFC has recently signed a MOA with Northwest Florida State College; details 
include plans for chapter-sponsored scholarships, mentoring students majoring in 
Management/Project Management concentration, and classroom instruction provided by 
ECFC (PMI-certified) volunteers. 

Our first review of the initial Star Chapter-provided website is currently underway and we 
hope to announce its success in the next edition of this newsletter! 

For more information on the PMI Emerald Coast FL Chapter, please contact Chapter 
President, Caroline Pepa at president@pmiemeraldcoastfl.org or visit our website at 
http://pmiemeraldcoastfl.org/ .Contributed by:  Caroline Pepa, PMP 

ATLANTA - HTTP://WWW.PMIATLANTA.ORG/ 

 DeVry University Day – March 1, 2013.  The Education/Academic Committee sent 
three members to the DeVry University Day Event.  They provided presentations about 
project management principles and how to implement the principles into instructor 
practices.  The feedback received from those in attendance was that the presentation 
was informative and enjoyable.  The instructors stated that they plan to use the 
information they received that day in their classrooms. 

 Georgia Institute of Technology Kick-Off Meeting - March 22, 2013.  Clark R. 
Bonilla, Director, Alumni and Career Services, Georgia Institute of Technology met with 
David Tennant, Chair, PMI Atlanta Chapter, and Carolyn Toomer, VP of 
Education/Academic, PMI Atlanta Chapter.  The meeting was the beginning of the PMI 
Atlanta Chapter Education Internship Program  which is a joint venture between PMI 
Atlanta Chapter and the Georgia Institute of Technology.  The program is designed to 
provide project management student mentors and for the participation of Georgia 
Institute of Technology students in government and corporate projects throughout the 
state.   



Social Media Summit – March 23, 2013.  The Communications committee, led by 
Steven Shapiro, and several members met to work together as a chapter to develop a 
policy which would, at a high-level, set the bar for how the chapter and those utilizing 
social media accounts on its behalf, would interact with this ever evolving medium.  The 
goals of the event were as follows:  1) formulate policy for chapter and global protection, 
2) incorporate chapter vision and mission statements into social media to create a 
uniform message – one direction and one focus, and 3) set structure around the 
communications – optimize each platform to implement the Chapter’s mission.  “The 
Nonprofit Social Media Policy Workbook”, by Idealware, was used as a framework and 
guide to ensure the policy that would be formulated at a later date would be 
comprehensive and not overreaching.  Each of the group looked at the several major 
social media platforms and how to make the best use of each, while assessing the risk 
associated with the each as well.  A draft for a formal policy will be forthcoming by May. 

PMI/IIBA Professional Development Day – May 18, 2013.  PMI Atlanta and 
International Institute of Business Analysts (IIBA) are the leading sources for best 
practices in the product and service development space for many industries.  Both 
organizations have teamed together to present a joint Professional Development Day on 
May 18th at the Cobb Galleria in Atlanta.  This “Teaming for Success” PDD provides a 
comprehensive, world-class day of education that will help bring timely principles, 
methods, best practices and innovative concepts to market and will provide attendees 
with resources, techniques and skills to assist in profitable business decisions.  With 30 
breakout sessions and dynamic opening and closing keynotes, PDD 2013 will educate 
and inspire attendees.  Registration is now open.  www.pddatlanta.org 

Project of the Year – June 2012.  Submissions for Project of the Year 2013 are being 

accepted through May 3, 2013.  Projects must be completed by March 31, 2013 and 

must reflect Project Management Standards according to PMI.  Independent judges will 

review the projects in several categories and awards will be presented in June at the 

POY dinner on the 10th.  Upcoming Events: 

PMI/IIBA Professional Development Day – May 18th 

POY Awards – June 10th  

PMI Atlanta Strategy Meeting – June 21st/22nd 

Recruiter Panel – July  

 

COLUMBUS - HTTP://WWW.PMICOLUMBUSGA.ORG 

  

 

 



AUGUSTA/AIKEN - HTTP://WWW.PMIAUGUSTAAIKEN.ORG/ 

 PMI Augusta-Aiken has been busy in the planning stage for hosting the Region 14 Leadership 
Conference. The planning committee is working to ensure all attendees leave with a new sense 
of collaboration and tools to share with their board.  The PMI Augusta-Aiken chapter will have 
several representatives, along with several other members, in attendance at the SeminarsWorld 
in Savannah, Georgia the second week in April and we will have a table setup to promote the 
upcoming Region 14 Leadership Conference. At our most recent dinner meeting, Brandon 
Conrad, with MatchWare, presented an informative talk on the application of mind mapping and 
it usefulness in planning and resource management. The chapter has a PMP Prep Class that 
starts April 5th and we are looking to offer an Agile and PgMP class soon. 

Submitted by Rick Taylor, President 

 

COASTAL EMPIRE - HTTP:// WWW.PMISAVANNAH.COM 

 The leadership focus for April continues to be the PgMP certification cohort. We are 
continuing conversations with potential cohort leaders, boot camp leaders and vendors. 
We’ve relaxed the start date to take advantage of the exposure at the upcoming Region 
14 Conference in early May; the cohort will start shortly afterwards. See the Region 14 
Community Leadership Site Active Forums for ongoing discussion on the topic. We’d like 
to see as many people from Region 14 take advantage of this opportunity and join the 
855 PgMPs worldwide!  

 

For more information please contact Reinhold Gerbsch, Chapter President, at 

rgerbsch@southuniversity.edu. 

Contributed by: Anita Kirkpatrick, VP Communications akirkpatrick@comcast.net 

CHARLESTON - HTTP://WWW.PMI-CHARLESTON.ORG/ 

 . 

March events:  

March Monthly meeting (3/21) – Dr. James T. Brown his topic Change Management: 
The Undercover Role of the Project Manager was very interesting and thought 
provoking.  Dr. Brown is a local favorite, and PMI-Charleston invites him to speak 
annually. 

 

Dr. Brown also provided a day-long seminar on March 22: Dr. Brown presented 
“LEADERSHIP SKILLS FOR PROJECT MANAGERS” in a 7-hour seminar.  



 Upcoming events: 

Annual Leadership Summit 

April 1-3: PMI – Charleston is a co-sponsor with SCGMIS of the Annual Leadership 
Summit which will be held in downtown Charleston at the Francis Marion Hotel. Go to 
http://scgmis.org for more details. 

 April Monthly Meeting (4/18) – Sally Burnett, CVA, CIRS, the Community Volunteer 
Coordinator for the Trident United Way (TUW).  This meeting with be held at our 
usual venue – Crowne Plaza at the Tanger Mall in North Charleston from 11:30-1:00.  
Ms. Burnette will speak on a volunteer opportunity to help TUW member agencies plan 
Day of Caring Events; also known as the Project Assessment Team (PAT).  This 
volunteer effort provides PDUs for PMI Volunteers.  Ms. Burnette will provide a brief 
synopsis of the PAT orientation manual. 
 

 Destination Charleston | PMI Seminar @ Sea 

 October 23 – 28, 2013 Wednesday to Monday – in case you didn’t know, Charleston 
was voted  the top tourist city in the world in 2012.  In conjunction with local business 
partners, we are hosting our 3rd Learning Cruise.  We encourage people to come visit 
Charleston and jump on a 5 day cruise earning 16 PDUs.  We are offering the top 
destination in the world, a cruise, and PDUs – who could ask for more?   

 

We have recently updated our website –  

 for more info please visit us  at www.pmi-charelston.org 

Contributed by Pat O’Hearn, Executive Director, PMI Charleston – patrick.j.ohearn@lmco.com 

For additional information please contact Jim Harmon, VP Communications - 
Jim.Harmon@emsolve.com  

 

PALMETTO - HTTP://WWW.PMIPALMETTO.COM/ 

 April has arrived and it is loaded with great opportunities at the Palmetto Chapter. 

Our VP of Special projects, Terry Schager,  would like to share his thoughts with you on 
the Palmetto Chapter Symposium. 

April 9th, which means Symposium, is going to be here very soon.  If you haven’t 
registered for the event, don’t miss what close to 200 of your fellow Project Managers 
are going to experience.  We are close to capacity so don’t delay.  

 The Symposium would not exist without the support and hard work of the volunteers 
that make it all happen.  I’d like to thank them for everything they did this year to make 



our theme of “Stress Free Project Management” a reality in staging the event.  This 
really has been a seamless experience and it wouldn’t have been without these 
professionals.  I’d also like to thank the Sponsors.  They are Michelin, Fluor, MetLife, 
CCT, MDI, SmartLink, Intellectual Capital and PSI (Project Management Inc.).  

 I’ll be handing the responsibilities of the Symposium to Ariel Capellan.  He will be 
leading the team in 2014.  

 I look forward to seeing all of you on the 9th.  A final thank you to all of you who attend 
the Symposium, support the PMI Chapter and continue to build the Project Management 
Body of Knowledge in the Upstate and beyond.  Thank you! 

 Once you have gathered all the information at Symposium our VP of Programs would 
like for you to know that we only have two more dinner meetings before our summer 
break!  Please mark your calendars for the April 18th meeting.  Dr. James Brown will be 
discussing stakeholder management with us.  This should be a topic relevant to all of 
us.  He is a well-known and respected project management speaker and one not to be 
missed! 

 In May, Mary Gorman will be talking about software requirements for both Agile and 
Waterfall projects.  You IT project managers and systems analysts will want to be there 
for this one! 

Our VP of Education would like you to know that Terry Foster will be presenting Agile 
Project Success Measured by Business Value Delivered at Symposium.   The Education 
Committee will be there to share all education opportunities available this year including 
the schedule for the Agile Experience, Agile ACP exam prep and PMP exam prep Boot 
Camps.  The next PMP exam prep Boot camp begins April 27 and has limited 
availability. Visit our website soon to register http://pmipalmetto.org/. 

If this is not enough, remember that we have Tools of the Trade on April 25th. 

 If you are in the Greenville, SC area  check out our website http://pmipalmetto.org/  and 
join one of our great events! We would love to see you there! 

 

MIDLANDS - HTTP://WWW.PMI-MIDLANDS.ORG/ 

 . South Carolina PMI Midlands Chapter is planning a Professional Development day 
Wednesday May 15th, 2013 

Emerging Opportunities in Project Management 

Professional Development Day 2013 will celebrate the contributions made by the 
discipline of project management to business performance in a competitive and global 
economy.  

Building upon the record of successes, the keynote workshop will examine the 



challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for the project management professional as 
well as the consumer of project management services as a result of Healthcare Reform 
legislation.  

  

** PMPs will earn 7 PDUs for attending this event 

** Take advantage of Early Bird Rates through 04/21/13 - Register Early and Save $$$ 

** Pre-register online between 04/22 and 05/08 at discounted rates 

** Inquire about Special Group Discounts:  Contact Marcia Nelson at: pdd@pmi-
midlands.org 

** Select from a minimum of twelve (12) workshop sessions offered in four (4) different 
tracks 

 

*Benefit from premium workshop content delivered by dynamic and accomplished 
speakers *Reinforce fundamental project management skills in workshops with specific 
learning outcomes *Learn more about industry best practices identified as significant 
success factors for survival in a rapidly evolving economic climate *Enjoy face to face 
interaction with vendors, sponsors, colleagues and local employers.  Creative networking 
activities; valuable door prizes and several prize drawings will also available.  

*Take advantage of special registration fees for this year's event. Early registration 
saves even more! Join the Midlands Chapter and save an additional 10 %. 

 

CHATTANOOGA - HTTP://WWW.CHATTANOOGAPMI.ORG/ 

 Membership: 

The Chattanooga, TN PMI Chapter currently has 260 total members and is proud to 
announce that this is an increase of 77 members since March of last year. This total 
includes members from two branches; the Chattanooga branch with 125 members, and 
our young branch Southern Middle Tennessee, with 35 members.   

This year’s New Member Orientation, specifically for members who joined our chapter 
after June 2012, will be May 9, 2013.  The program will include the information below 
and more detail can be found on the Chattanooga PMI Website 
http://www.chattanoogapmi.org/ : 

• Introduction to and interaction with the Chapter Board Members 
• Information and instruction regarding the Chattanooga PMI Website 
• PDU’s and Volunteer opportunities for 2013 

 Programs: 

February’s luncheon was well attended for our chapter, bringing out around 30 
members.  Marie Gillman, Senior Project Manager at TVA presented an inspiring 
presentation on the TVA Sequoya Steam Project.   This construction project presentation 



was full of pictures by completion stages, innovative alternatives, successes, and 
lessons learned and was very well received and enjoyed by all in attendance.   

March’s luncheon featured Jack Bowen of EMJ Construction, a local company with a 
national customer base, and had 39 in attendance.  Jack was the Senior Project 
Manager for the build of a new Hampton Inn in Downtown Chattanooga that proved to 
be laden by property constraints.   With an audience made up of primarily IT Project 
Managers, Jack revealed pictures of the location limitations and stressed that regardless 
of project type, innovation, planning and timing are often the key to success when you 
are bound by such constraints.   

Looking ahead, we are exploring the local interest in and possibility of offering an ACP 
(Agile) prep or SCRUM certification prep in the third quarter of 2013.   

 Training: 

This month, our chapter in partnership with Chattanooga State Technical Community 
College, is offering a PM Prep Course, one of our annual fund raising activities.  We 
were thrilled when 17 students signed up for the course that consists of ten 3 ½ hour 
sessions on the elements essential to effective project management and the process of 
integrating these elements. The course structure is based on the Project Management 
Institute, A Guide to the Body of Knowledge, (PMBOK® Guide) - Fifth Edition, Project 
Management Institute, Inc., 2013.    

Special Celebration – Tenth Anniversary: 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the Chattanooga PMI Chapter.  We are very 
proud of our growth and prosperity over the last decade and are in the midst of planning 
celebratory activities.  A synopsis of our chapter’s history, from inception, will be 
submitted in next month’s newsletter.   

Submitted By:  Jana Matsinger, PMP, President-Elect      Email: 
presidentelect@chattanoogapmi.org 

 

EAST TENNESSEE - HTTP://WWW.ETPMI.ORG/ 

 The end of March, and the start of April have been busy at East Tennessee. We began 
the planning for professional development day 2013, which will be held October 4, 2013 
at the New Hope Center, in Oak Ridge Tennessee. In addition, the chapter has 
continued to partner with the local ASQ chapter, to host an 8 hour 8 PDU event held at 
Eastman in Kingsport, Tennessee, on April 22, 2013. The inaugural event at Eastman, is 
designed to bring together community organizations, with local ASQ and PMI chapters, 
to provide a skills and professional development event for all. Speakers are this year’s 
inaugural event include Stephen Townsend, from PMI global, Jim Rooney, ASQ Fellow, 
Rick Brenner, as well as local leaders, and elected officials. The event is free, and a 
suggested $50 is being asked of from attendees. The attendees at the event, will select 
a community project, with finalist projects including, installing solar panels on low income 
housing, increased job awareness for veterans, and other worthy finalist. The proceeds 
from the event, will fund the selected community projects. Attendees or others can 



volunteer for roles on the community project, to help gain experience if they desire.  

The East Tennessee Chapter, also is proud to have submitted for a 2012 PMI chapter 
award, for Member Services.  

 

MEMPHIS - HTTP://WWW.PMIMEMPHIS.ORG/ 

 THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER:  

Senior Vice President of Economic Development for the Greater Memphis Chamber 

In 2004, Mark Herbison was named economic development “Professional of the Year” in the 
state of Tennessee by the Tennessee Industrial Development Organization (TIDC). More 
recently, Herbison was recognized as one of “Ten People Who Made a Difference in the South in 
2010” by Southern Business and Development Magazine. During his tenure at the Greater 
Memphis Chamber, his team has successfully facilitated the location of over 275 projects, 
representing over 23,300 new jobs and over $4.4 billion in new capital investment. 

TRAINING 

Become a Certified Risk Management Professional (PMI-RMP) This 3-day PMI-RMP® Exam 
Prep Boot Camp is an intense, fun, energized, and effective course that provides all of the 
knowledge you need to pass the PMI-RMP Exam. This class will provide you with 30 hours of 
project risk management education.  May 8 - 10, 2013, Memphis, TN 

Become a Certified ScrumMaster (CSM) taught by Braintrust- Brian Rabon, CST,  PMP 
April 9 - 10, 2013, Memphis, TN 

 PMI India’s Rekha Rao Presents at the PMI Memphis March Meeting 

Ms. Rekha Rao is a loyal friend from the International Community and a member of one of the 
premier PMI Chapters in the Asian Region, PMI Pune Chapter. 

The PMI Pune Chapter is one of the fastest growing chapters in the Asia region and has won 
many awards for outstanding initiatives. Ms. Rao shared with the chapter those activities that 
make the Pune Chapter so outstanding; their efforts to promote project management practices 
both locally and internationally, and the ways they give back to their community. The 
collaboration between Pune and Memphis chapters was made possible through the efforts of 
Saji Madapat, whose passion for the profession made him a wonderful chapter officer and a 
great regional mentor for the Asia region. We look forward to a new and exciting era of 
collaboration between Memphis and Pune PMI chapters. Please visit our website at 
www.pmimemphis.org for details from Ms. Rao’s presentation. 

Learning Together – PMI Prep Classes 

During first quarter, PMI Memphis Chapter coordinated and offered a tightly focused certification 
prep class taught by volunteer project managers from the Memphis business community. 
Students had the opportunity to hone their skills alongside others from the local business 
community who are also seeking PMP certification while building relationships with fellow project 
managers from around the city. … Please visit our chapter website at www. pmimemphis.org  to 
find out more about our PMI Prep Classes.  

 



NASHVILLE - HTTP://WWW.PMINASHVILLE.COM/ 

 March is about March Madness…the fascinating stories about the teams and the 
players involved. At PMI Nashville, it is about our team and our players/partners that 
make us successful. Two of our goals this year are to increase awareness about our 
chapter and improve engagement among our members and our partners. With a month 
to go before our annual symposium, I'm happy to say we're accomplishing both through 
sponsor outreach and event promotions. With the help of Ampersand Media Group, the 
same consulting firm that successfully led our 2013 strategy session, we already have 
exceeded the sponsorship funds we had hoped to raise, and we've signed up new 
partners -- some of which have committed to sending 10 or more staffers to the 
symposium. We're beyond where we thought we'd be with pre-registrations and are 
forecasting even more attendees than we had at our last symposium. What's more, this 
year we will be launching a new format for our networking happy hour: a tasting format 
featuring local chocolatiers, cheese makers, and wine and beer partners -- all donating 
their food and services. Thanks to the creativity and strategic vision of Ampersand Media 
Group, we've innovated our symposium and have set the pace for a record-breaking 
event. 

 

PMI Nashville had many successful events but it isn’t just these events to our members 
that make PMI Nashville who we are -- it is also about our community outreach. 
Recently, we have partnered with Fort Campbell Warrior Transition Battalion (WTB) to 
assist returning soldiers become “job ready”. Many of our soldiers returning do not have 
the core competencies to civilian life. In conjunction with Fort Campbell WTB, we plan to 
assist soldiers prepare for careers and build a highly skilled workforce to compete in the 
21st Century. 

 

April upcoming events:  

• PMP Exam Prep – 4 Day Training Course 

In partnership with Becker Professional Education, is pleased to offer a 4-day PMP 
Exam Prep workshop designed to meet the needs of those wishing to prepare for the 
PMP Exam and earn the PMP® certification. 

 Monday, April 08 to Thursday, April 11, DeVry University, Nashville 
• Agil CoP – KanBan 

According to a recent survey, the use of KanBan as a development tool nearly 
doubled in 2012. So what is KanBan? How does it differ from SCRUM? We’ll go 
through our experiences of SCRUM, why we decided to change to KanBan, and what 
improvements we’ve seen. We’ll also look at the kind of projects and groups I think 
are best suited for KanBan.  

 Tuesday, April 23, Brentwood Library, Brentwood 
• 8th Annual Spring Symposium – Innovating the Future 



We’re excited to provide project management professionals with networking 
opportunities, dynamic keynote speakers, education sessions, vendor exhibits, and 
more. 

 Monday, April 29 to Tuesday, April 30, Embassy Suites, Cool Springs 

       Early Bird Discount ENDS April 5th - Register NOW!     
 
 ==>>           Special Drawing !!!   iPad mini         <<== 
 

DOCTOR BIRD -JAMAICA HTTP://WWW.PMIJDBC.ORG/ 

 Jamaica’s March  2013 Chapter Meeting featured the highly anticipated presentations from the 

newly elected Board on the Chapter's Strategic Plan and on the new version of the Project 

Management Body of Knowledge - "Decoding the PMBOK Guide Fifth Edition" – a hot topic for those 

preparing for the PMP range of Exams. 

In keeping with plans for increased social activity, the Chapter is hosting ‘Baseline’ a fun networking 

‘lyme’ for the general public, under the theme: “Make a link, Build the link, Keep the link”, slated for 

April 27th at Chaser’s Café. The Chapter has also launched its Logo Competition, and we look forward 

to receiving appealing and highly creative offerings for consideration. 

 

For additional information and subscription to our Newsletter, please contact: 
support@pmijdbc.org 

Contributor: Jana Bent, Director of Publications, PMIJDBC 

 

SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CHAPTER (TRINIDAD/TOBAGO) - 
HTTP://WWW.PMISCC.ORG/ 

 The PMI Southern Caribbean Chapter held its 10th Annual General Meeting on February 
28 with over fifty members in attendance.  The meeting was preceded by a technical 
session on the theme “The Importance of Proper Procurement Procedures for 
Project Success” by Afra Raymond, President of the Joint Consultative Council 
for the Construction Industry.  Five positions were up for election, two incumbents 
VPs Technical Sessions and Publications were returned to office and the positions of 
VPs Compliance, Strategic Alliance and Marketing were filled by Stephen Harris, Chase 
Hart and Ian Walcott. We are into our transition period with a Strategic Review Meeting 
scheduled for April 8th. 

Planning for our 7th Biennial International Conference September 17 & 18 on the theme 
Managing Performance in Challenging Times: Transformation | Diversity | 
Sustainability is progressing.  Keynoters and Feature Presenter are confirmed and 
abstracts are being reviewed.  The Call for interest for the inaugural Excellence in 
Project Management Awards is out.  We have had two television interviews this month 
promoting the conference which resulted in 15 registrations to date.  Our target for the 



conference is 500 delegates. 

The inauguration of the PMI SCC Barbados Committee is scheduled for May 17th, this 
group continues to host monthly technical sessions and has a membership of 30.  The 
Guyana Committee election of officer is scheduled for June.  In spite of our limitations of 
the geography of members in the islands, we continue to make headways to bring 
practitioners together.  Our next scheduled island is St Vincent and the Grenadines. 

For further information on our conference you may contact 
conferencesecretariat@pmiss.org or visit our website at www.pmiscc.org. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 If you wish to be removed from this list, or have any comments or suggestions, please 
contact the edior- Jwatsonpmp@bellsouth.net 

 


